. Diagram of the experimental design and scales of temporal and spatial variability: Seasons (Rainy and Dry); Fortnights (F1 to F6); Sectors (Inner, Intermediate and Outer); Tidal flats (T1 to T9); and Sites (Si1 to Si27), with three replicate each
. Matrix "taxa by traits" for macrobenthic assemblages sampled in the subtropical estuarine system during rainy (March-April 2012) and dry (October-November 2012) seasons. Categories are coded by letters following an increasing order and according to descriptions presented in Table 1 . Taxa  A  B  C  D  E  F  A  B  C  D  E  F  A  B  C  D  E  F  Harpacticoida sp.2  3  0  0  0  0  0  3  0  0  0  0  0  3  0  0  0 
